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Dear Mr Norbutas, 

 

I would like to thank you for your letter to President von der Leyen and Commissioner 

Lahbib, registered as Ares(2026)3851281, where you express concerns on behalf of the 

Lithuanian Coalition of Human Rights Organisations and several civil society 

organisations about the Lithuanian Parliament discussions regarding a possible 

consultative referendum in Lithuania that would aim to amend Article 38 of the 

Constitution, which defines the concept of family, following a recent ruling of the 

Constitutional Court. I hereby reply on their behalf. 

Equality and non-discrimination are founding values and fundamental rights enshrined in 

the EU Treaties and the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European Union. Let me 

underline the Commission’s commitment to promoting and safeguarding these rights. The 

Charter applies to EU Member States when they implement EU law. 

Let me also recall that, under the EU Treaties, substantive family law falls within the 

competence of the Member States. This includes rules on the definition of family law.  

Under established case-law of the Court of Justice of the European Union, even in areas of 

national competence and even in constitutional matters, Member States must exercise that 

competence in compliance with EU law.  

The Commission understands that the possibility to hold a consultative referendum 

remains pending a decision in the Lithuanian Parliament. The Commission will continue 

to follow developments closely. 
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Yours sincerely, 

Ana GALLEGO 

      

Electronically signed on 02/09/2026 19:03 (UTC+02) in accordance with Article 11 of Commission Decision (EU) 2021/2121
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